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The Scientific Status of Psychology
1. It should be possible to obtain the same findings again if a study is repeated, if a study does not have a

standardised procedure it is not possible to repeat the study and find this out.
A. Ecological
validity

2. this is about the consistency of the measurements that are taken, for example you would expect a heart

rate monitor to give consistent readings in terms of accurately recording the number of beats per minute

B.
Hypothesis
testing

3. The extent to which changes in the DV are due to the manipulation of the IV and not due to confounding

variables which have not been held constant across the two conditions.
C. Use of
controls

4. The extent to which the findings from a study can be applied beyond the study itself, i.e. in the real world? D.
Empiricism

5. Experimental research requires researchers to isolate individual variables which they think might contribute

to a complex behaviour, they are trying to simplify complex process to make them easier to study, they might

only focus on one type of variable e.g. biological and ignore social or cultural factors affecting the target

behaviour.

E.
Reductionism

6. It should be possible to show that a theory is wrong by testing a null hypothesis, e.g. there will be no

significant difference in the self-reported fear ratings of the systematic desensitisation treatment group

compared with the waiting list control group.

F. replicable

7. The idea that knowledge can only be derived through direct observation, e..g ding an experimetn and

observing the outcomes for oneself (first hand) as opposed to reasoned argument
G.
Credibility

8. A testbale statement about what the researcher believes the outcome of the study will be; for the

statement to be testable the variables must be carefully operationalised
H. reliability

9. The researcher must ensure that all variables that could affect the DV other than the IV are held constant,

e.g. is it possible that people migjt become less phobic simply due to the passing of time as oppsoed to the

treatment itself, to this end it is important to have a group who do not receive treatment are tested twice to

see if the passing of time affects fear levels.

I.
falsification

10. If a study carries all the hallmarks of 'good science' it can be said to have ... J. Internal
validity
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