Bowlby’s ideas are highly controversial 

SUPPORT: Which aspects? And as such have generated much further research

Bowlby’s ideas have had a huge impact upon parenting and child care provision
SUPPORT: How? What sort of things do you think have changed?
 
If the relationship with our primary caregiver is a template for our future relationships, all relationships in the future should follow a similar style.

Similarities between children’s relationships are quite low. (Main and Weston, 1981)

Against internal working model: Bowlby’s theory suggests relationships should follow similar patterns although he does seem to suggest that attachments might change in the light of major life events.

There are links between attachment style in infancy and later beliefs about romantic love. (Hazan and Shaver, 1987)
Support for the idea of internal working model

Parent-child relationships are not always positively correlated with child-peer relationships.

Against internal working model
Even if parent-child relationships and other future relationships are similar, this does not mean the first relationship caused the future relationships to be similar. Some children might just be better at forming relationships (temperament hypothesis).

Against internal working model

A study of African tribeswomen, where child care (including breast feeding) was shared amongst all the women but infants slept with their own mothers, showed that infants had a preference for their own mothers at 6 months.
Support for monotropy and hierarchy even in communities here parenting is shared.

Studies of imprinting in birds indicates that initial attachment may be hugely important for the formation of later relationships.

Support: evolutionary theory, humans have evolve behaviours from other animals species, but against due problems with extrapolation, also fact that some day imprinting is reversible.

Studies of separated baby monkeys indicate that consistency of care in infancy may be hugely important for the emotional and social development in later life.

Support but...
Klaus and Kennell’s study of skin to skin contact between mothers and newborn babies indicates that imprinting facilitates bonding in humans.

Support but some psychologist have criticsed the study saying that the mothers were drawn form one specific population etc.
Schaffer and Emerson have shown that the majority of babies have multiple attachments by the age of 18 months.

Against monotropy
When the mother is the primary attachment figure, Bowlby assumes fathers have no specific role, except as an emotional and economic support to the mother. 
Against as does not recognize the very important role that father soften have with regard to play, stimulation and discipline.
